[image: image1.png]L YORK COUNTY
I r COMMUNITY COLLEGE






Division of Academic Affairs

Meeting of the Assessment Committee

Tuesday, November 22, 2011
12:30PM – 2PM

Clock Tower Conference Room
Present:
Meghan Whitten

Ro-Jean Straw

Claudette Dupee

Amber Tatnall

Tom McGinn

Doreeen Rogan

Lisa Murphy
1) Approval of Minutes from 9/27/11     

Amber Tatnall – motion to approve, Ro-Jean Straw - second, carried
2) Elect Interim Chairperson during Dianne Fallon’s Leave of Absence 
Welcome to new members - Meghan Whitten and Claudette Dupee

Committee decision to wait until January to see if Dianne has returned.  Doreen Rogan will be the mouthpiece for this meeting with committee approval.
3) Review Agenda for the Meeting   

Amber Tatnall - motion to approve, Tom McGinn – second, carried
4) Old Business/Review Work Plan
	        a)   Projects In-Process:

	i)  Learning Center to pilot the development of a Co-curricular assessment      
instrument/menu                                                                                                  Committee Discussion
Amber Tatnall discussed with Angela Nadeau – no significant progress.       Doreeen Rogan explained that the purpose of this project is to match ILOs outside of the classroom.  A co-curricula activity form exists - a tool (spreadsheet) available online that can be adjusted for use.  Amber will present as progress is made.

	ii)  Assessment Web Site                                                                                           Joy Locher
Completed – Joy will send link to committee members

	iii)  Assessment Project Application/Process   Min-Grant                                      Committee Discussion
Assigned to Ro-Jean Straw and Lisa Murphy – will present draft Feb 2012

Grants will be $200-500

	             iv)   Critical Thinking Project                                                                                Postpone until January                    

	

	        b)  Program Learning Outcomes:  Creation and Approval of Program Learning Outcomes for:

	i) Learning Center                                                                                               Amber Tatnall
Amber Tatnall presented the PLOs for the Learning Center.  As a non-degree program, it does not need to connect to all 7 ILOs.  After some discussion of more possible connections and format of the PLOs document, Angela was asked to talk to Amber and submit it again in January.

At this time, Tom McGinn asked some questions of the committee:

1.  How are we assessing?  The Learning Center or the students served? (Latter)

2. How do we know that the PLOs are being met?

Discussion:   The assessment committee/PLOs provide the framework and it is Angela’s job to see that the program meets them. There are projects such as interdepartmental ones that can measure the success.  

                    Other discussion – PLOs can be broader than ILOs, but not narrower.  As Learning Center is 

                    non-degree, there is no requirement to meet all 7 ILOs.   The committee is developing a culture of                          assessment that doesn’t fully exist yet at YCCC.  Improvement in assessment allow for better articulation prospects.  The hope is to get into a cycle to assess one ILO per year.  Courses connect to programs that connect to ILOs.  PLOs are the scaffolding and culture that the committee is building for the future – “to live in it.” (DR)   

                    Tom McGinn suggested that the form indicate that these are PLOs being evaluated for Assessment Committee approval rather than being submitted   as “other.”  Doreen Rogan provided Amber with acceptable format for submission for the PLOs.  Amber will bring back the edited and re-formatted version in January 2012.  

	ii)  Library                                                                                                              Amber Tatnall
Amber Tatnall presented.  Items 2-5 were already available from the Info Literacy project.  1 and 6 were added.  There was discussion about where the words “successfully navigate” and “understand” could be used as they were not objective (although they are used in the ILOs).  
Amber will change the wording and format and re-submit in January 21012.


	         c)   Potential Assessment Activities:

	               Consider the development of a Graduate Survey 

               related to curriculum goals                                                                                  Committee Discussion

               Doreen Rogan – The survey done by John Rainone’s office is not done anymore. (Note from Jan. 24, 2011 meeting that these are two separate surveys.)  The survey done by student affairs to gather information for graduation speeches was presented to the members. Discussion ensued as to the value of this survey or adding to it for assessment purposes.  There was much discussion regarding how to ascertain the success/future of the YCCC graduate both vocationally and academically (ex. Work and/o transfer success).  Doreen Rogan reminded the committee that the purpose of the assessment committee is to assess students’ learning not the programs.   Ro-Jean Straw referred to the Capstone assessment she does that ties student assessment to PLOs.  For the purpose of clarification, Doreen Rogan read the following from the bylaws:

              “ Purpose  

              The Assessment Committee has been established to develop and monitor a comprehensive process                 to assess student learning outcomes. Through student outcomes assessment, we measure and document the degree to which students attain specific learning outcomes valued and defined by faculty. The Committee shall draw upon a wide range of data and information in examining student outcomes, including but not limited to direct and indirect measures from students, classes, and academic program reviews; institutional data on retention, student satisfaction, transfer, and job placement; Library and Learning Center data on usage, student performance or other information relevant to student success and learning outcomes.

              Scope of Work

              The scope of the Committee’s work includes all areas of college activity, regardless of formal division or departmental structures, which directly or indirectly relate to the measurement of student learning outcomes.”
A decision was made to revisit this topic at the January 2012 meeting.  

	


5) New Business (if any)    None
Claudette Dupee made a motion to adjourn at 1PM, Lisa Murphy – second, carried.
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